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Guide to Filing a South African Patent Online 
 

Patent filing process 
 
Both South African convention patents and PCT national phase patents may be filed online 
through globalipco.com. 
 
To file a South African National Phase Patent online, complete the following forms: 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 



Pricing 
 

 South Africa National Phase Patent 

Filing $ 399 

Acceptance, publication 
and grant $70 

Courier $110 per parcel (4 patents may be 
included in a courier parcel) 

Subtotal from $ 496.50* 

Renewal “to term” 
(20 years) $ 385 

Total $ 881.50* 

* Where 4 patents are included in the courier parcel 
 
Law firms are entitled to preferential pricing. 
 
GlobalIPCo does not charge a subscription fee. Registration is free. Only pay when a filing, courier 
or renewal is instructed. 
 
 
Patent process 
 
South African patents are filed electronically. During the process, the GlobalIPCo system will email 
the filing receipt, notice of acceptance, publication in the Journal and a scanned copy of the patent 
certificate. If accelerated acceptance is requested (at no additional cost), the South African patent 
certificate should be issued within 6 months of filing. 
 
 
Amendments 
 
South African patents may be amended at any time (including after grant), provided that: the 
scope of the claims is not increased by the amendment; and the amendment is "fairly based" on 
material in the description. Therefore, it is unusual for applicants to delay acceptance of South 
African patents to effect an amendment pre-grant. 
 
On filing, a South African PCT national phase patents must mirror the PCT patent on file at WIPO. 
Any additional amendment to the South African patent specification, applicants or inventors may 
only be effected after filing. 
 



Renewals 
 
On filing a South African national phase patent, payment of all 17 renewals (for the 20-year term) 
may be instructed. Pre-paying all 17 renewals reduces the lifetime cost of a South African patent 
by up to 80%. 
 
 
About GlobalIPCo 
 
GlobalIPCo is the largest filer of patents in Africa, filing about 5,000 patents per year. 
 
Other GlobalIPCo online systems: 
• Nigerian National Phase Patent 
• Nigerian Convention Patent 
• South African Convention Patent 
• South African Provisional Patent 
• South African Design 
• South African Trademark 



 


